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Council planners bunker
golf centre hit by ram-raid

COUNCIL chiefs have
been forced to scrap a
host of conference book-
ings at a local golf
centre after discovering
the authority’s own
planners had accused it
of breaching rules by
holding such events.

Now Cambridge Golf and
Conference Centre’s manag-
ing director, Peter Durham,
says the booming business
will face bankruptcy if he can
no longer hold non-golf
related conferences.

He is also facing the ignom-
iny of having to go to another
venue for an awards cere-
mony his centre should have
hosted after his restaurant
won a top rating in a council
food hygiene scheme.

The problem emerged just
days after thieves ram-raided
a store on the site and stole
expensive golf equipment.

The £1.7m facility at
Hemingford Abbots only
opened this spring and Mr
Durham was convinced it
could be used for general
conferences – but planners
insist that it can only be used
for golf-related events.

He has now had to apply for
permission to change the use
to general conferencing and
private functions. Permission
is also needed to allow the use
of the café-bar by patrons and
non-patrons of the golf centre
and golf academy at the site.

The problem came to light
after an eagle-eyed planner
spotted the centre’s advert-
isements for conference fac-
ilities – as had other council
staff – who had booked the

venue for events.
The red-faced council has

now decided to change venues
for a conference on digital
services as well as the forth-
coming launch of its Scores
on the Doors food hygiene
scheme for food outlets, in
which the golf centre’s rest-
aurant achieved top marks.

Mr Durham hoped the issue
could be resolved with the
new planning applications. He
said the new facilities would
not have been built if they
could not be used for general
conferencing – they were not
financially viable based on
golf events alone.

He warned that without the
new consent the venue –
which employs 40 people and
has won top plaudits – faced a
bleak future.

“I will go bankrupt,” he
said. “Conferencing has gone
through the roof and is a
crucial part of the business.
There’s a shortage of confer-
ence facilities in the area.”

Events which have already
been booked can be held.

A council spokesman said it
had cancelled two events after
the conflict came to light.
■ Police are appealing for wit-
nesses after the Direct Golf
pro-shop was damaged in the
ram-raid at 4.45am on Friday.

Raiders reversed a stolen
car up steps leading to the
store, and then drove the
vehicle, a brand new silver
Honda Civic into shutters.

Call police on 0845 4564564
or Crimestoppers, anony-
mously, on 0800 555111.
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Ward plan backed by
mental health group
A WARD for older
people with men-
tal health issues
may be built at
Hinchingbrooke
Hospital.

Work to replace
Hawthorn Ward is
expected to start
by the end of the
financial year and
will shift the unit
to the front of the
hospital, closer to
Acer Ward which
also treats mental
health patients.

The move has
been welcomed by
campaign group
Hunts Mind.

Sarah Hughes,
chief executive of

the charity, said: “I
think we are very
happy this ward is
coming, especially
as we have an inc-
reasing number of
over 65s.”

She said Hunts
Mind was partic-
ularly keen to see
single sex areas.

Cash-strapped
Hinchingbrooke is
£38 million in debt
and the building of
the new ward is
part of its plan to
consolidate ser-
vices on a smaller
part of the site.

A hospital spok-
esman said: “We
have submitted a

planning applic-
ation to Hunting-
donshire District
Council.

“We cannot yet
give an indication
of the cost of this
work as this is still
at an early stage.”

A spokesman for
the Cambridge-
shire and Peter-
borough Found-
ation NHS Trust
said: “This is fant-
astic news for pat-
ients.”

She said the new
ward would pro-
vide day and in-
patient care in 10
single bed rooms.

Honeymoon’s over – after 42 years
AA CCOOUUPPLLEE hhaavvee ccoommpplleetteedd tthheeiirr
hhoonneeyymmoooonn iinn MMaaddaaggaassccaarr –– 4422
yyeeaarrss aafftteerr iitt wwaass iinntteerrrruupptteedd bbyy
tthhee RRAAFF..
BBuutt DDaavviidd aanndd CChhrriissttiiaannee
MMccCCaannddlleessss’’ss ppllaannss ttoo rreenneeww
tthheeiirr vvoowwss aatt tthhee ccaatthheeddrraall iinn
MMaajjuunnggaa ccaammee cclloossee ttoo aannootthheerr
hhiittcchh aafftteerr ffoogg ccaauusseedd tthheemm ttoo
mmiissss aa fflliigghhtt ffrroomm PPaarriiss..
BBuutt tthhee dduuoo,, ffrroomm SStt IIvveess,, ggoott ttoo
tthhee ccaatthheeddrraall oonn ttiimmee wwiitthh tthhee
hheellpp ooff AAiirr FFrraannccee aanndd cceelleebbrraatteedd
tthheeiirr 4422nndd aannnniivveerrssaarryy iinn ssttyyllee
bbeeffoorree ccoommpplleettiinngg tthheeiirr mmuucchh
ddeellaayyeedd hhoonneeyymmoooonn..
TThheeyy mmeett iinn MMaaddaaggaassccaarr wwhheenn
DDaavviidd,, 6633,, aann RRAAFF eennggiinnee ffiitttteerr,,

wwaass sseenntt ttoo tthhee iissllaanndd ttoo eennffoorrccee
UUNN ssaannccttiioonnss aaggaaiinnsstt IIaann SSmmiitthh’’ss
RRhhooddeessiiaa..
IInn tthhoossee ddaayyss yyoouunngg sseerrvviiccee
ppeerrssoonnnneell –– DDaavviidd wwaass 2211 aanndd
CChhrriissttiiaannee 1199 –– hhaadd ttoo aappppllyy ffoorr
ppeerrmmiissssiioonn ttoo mmaarrrryy aanndd tthheeiirr
ccaassee iitt wwaass ddeenniieedd..
DDaavviidd aanndd CChhrriissttiiaannee,, wwhhoossee
ffaammiillyy wwaass FFrreenncchh,, wweenntt aahheeaadd
wwiitthh tthhee wweeddddiinngg,, ddeeffyyiinngg tthhee
aauutthhoorriittiieess.. BBuutt hheeiirr ffiirrsstt
hhoonneeyymmoooonn eennddeedd aafftteerr jjuusstt ttwwoo
ddaayyss wwhheenn ddiissaapppprroovviinngg RRAAFF
ffoouunndd oouutt aanndd sseenntt DDaavviidd ttoo tthhee
ttrroouubbllee--ssppoott ooff AAddeenn..
CChhrriissttiiaann,, nnooww 6611,, wwaass lleefftt bbeehhiinndd
ffoorr aa yyeeaarr aanndd wwaass ffoorrcceedd ttoo ffiinndd

hheerr oowwnn wwaayy ttoo EEnnggllaanndd aafftteerr
bbeeiinngg dduummppeedd ffrroomm aann ooffffiicciiaall
fflliigghhtt iinn CCyypprruuss.. TThhee rreenneewweedd
hhoonneeyymmoooonn wwaass hheerr ffiirrsstt vviissiitt ttoo
hheerr hhoommee ttoowwnn ssiinnccee sshhee lleefftt..

DDaavviidd,, wwhhoo rreettiirreedd ffrroomm RRAAFF
BBrraammppttoonn aass aa FFlliigghhtt LLiieeuutteennaanntt
aafftteerr aallmmoosstt 4400 yyeeaarrss sseerrvviiccee,,
ssaaiidd:: ““WWee wweerree ttrreeaatteedd aass rrooyyaallttyy..

““CChhrriissttiiaannee hhaadd mmiixxeedd eemmoottiioonnss
oonn ddaayy oonnee bbuutt wwaass mmoorree ppoossiittiivvee
oonn ddaayy ttwwoo aass wwee rreevviissiitteedd hheerr
oolldd hhoommeess aanndd tthhee ccaatthheeddrraall.. SShhee
ccaammee aawwaayy ggllaadd sshhee hhaadd
rreettuurrnneedd aanndd iiss nnooww hhaappppyy wwiitthh
tthhee eexxppeerriieennccee,, tthhoouugghh ssaadd aatt tthhee
ppoovveerrttyy wwee bbootthh wwiittnneesssseedd..””

Family count cost of rampage
A FAMILY are still counting
the cost of a drunken car
smash which left their home
“looking like Beirut”.

As reported in last week’s
Weekly News, unlicensed and
uninsured Felicjan Piatek,
24, was spared prison despite
being twice the drink-drive
limit, when he smashed into
the property in High Street,
Warboys at 60mph – writing
off two cars and wrecking
two boats.

Homeowner Brad Lewis,
45, said that although the
case was now resolved he
was still trying to find out
how much of the damage
was covered by insurance,
but feared he would be at
least £1,000 out of pocket.

He said Piatek, who narr-
owly missed a taxi, was lucky
to have hit the vehicles on the
drive, otherwise he would
almost certainly have killed
himself hitting the house.

Seven members of Mr
Lewis’s family were in the
house when Piatek crashed
into it early on Saturday,

September 13, having jumped
a junction opposite.

The Weekly News told how
Piatek, of Lysander Close, St
Ives, admitted drink driving,
aggravated vehicle taking,
having no insurance and no
driving licence when he
appeared before magistrates.

He told police he had down-
ed a litre of vodka in an hour.

Magistrates gave him 200
hours of unpaid community
work and banned him from
driving for 20 months.

Mr Lewis, a loans manager,
said he and his wife Sharon,
36, had just fallen asleep

when they were woken by a
noise outside.

“There was this horr-
endous noise and I thought a
jet had fallen out of the sky
and was flying along the
High Street,” he said.

“I helped him out of the
car and he tried to run off. He
fell over and I said: ‘You
aren’t going anywhere
mate,’” Mr Lewis said.

Piatek, who had taken his
girlfriend’s sister’s car,
demolished a streetlight and
a wall before hitting the cars,
boats, wheelie bins, a
motorcycle and a washing
machine.

“If there hadn’t been all
the stuff on the drive he
would have gone halfway
through the house and that
would have killed him,” Mr
Lewis said.

“When we went to bed on
the Friday we had two cars
and two boats.

“When we got up on Sat-
urday the whole lot had gone.
It looked like Beirut when we
got up in the morning.”

■ SSCCEENNEE OOFF DDEESSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN . . . clearing up just after the crash. CP.

Hound’s
race of
his life
DONIE the greyhound
is on a winner – in a
competition to find the
RSPCA’s Rescue Dog of
the Year.

He is through to the
final stage of the
contest and there will
be a further chance for
people to vote for their
favourite in the Sunday
Express.

Donie is the pet of
the Ciddelapaz family
of Wyton on the Hill,
near St Ives, who
adopted him from a
rescue centre for
greyhounds.

He won just six of
his 61 races in his
former career, but got
off to a flying start by
winning a preliminary
heat of the contest and
now getting through
the next stage.

Kirsten Ciddelapaz
said Donie was now
going to meet the other
five finalists at the
Millbrook RSPCA
where they were
having their pictures
taken for the contest
which will run in the
paper from the end of
the month to the
middle of November.

Donie now lives with
Kirsten, her husband
Craig and their two
young sons Cameron
and Dillon, as well as
an assortment of other
pets.

Kirsten said: “I
really hope that by
telling Donie’s story
people are more aware
of retired greyhounds
and will hopefully
consider giving one or
more the home forever
that they deserve.”

She thanked people
who had voted for
Donie so far.

■ TTIIMMEE
FFLLIIEESS . . .
happy
couple David
and
Christiane
McCandless
now, right,
and on their
wedding day,
inset.


